




Getting off on the right foot with the elephants

Stay in touch

Knit your very 
own Emma the 

Elephant and  
help working 

animals abroad

De
si

gn
: h

rs
cr

ea
tiv

e.
co

m

KNIT AN
BIG KNIT FOR VET KIT

What you will need
1 x 50g ball of Double Knitting yarn in grey
Small amount of Double Knitting yarn in cream
Knitting needles size 3.75m (UK 9, US 5)
Two double pointed needles size 3.25m (UK 10, US 4) 
Safety stuffing
Approx height 16cm (6in)
Tension: 20 sts x 28 rows measure 10cm (4in) 
Tension is not critical.
Abbreviations:  
K = knit. P = purl.  
K2tog = knit 2 stitches together.  
Rep = repeat.  
Skpso = sl 1, k1, pass slipped stitch over.  
St = stitch. 
To Work and Icord = cast on required number  
of stitches. Knit first row, do not turn your work.  
Bring the yarn from the left hand end of the  
needle, behind the work, slide your stitches  
to the right hand end of the needle and then 
knit the next row. Pull the yarn quite firmly  
to close the knitting into a tube. The right  
side of the work will be facing you all the 
time. If you have problems, YouTube has  
some good tutorials that will help.

Head office: 
14 John Street  
London 
WC1N 2EB, UK

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7831 3999
Email: hello@spana.org

www.spana.org/knitRegistered charity no.209015

£25 will help to pay 
for painkillers and  

antibiotics to treat more 
elephants like Tin.

When SPANA began helping working animals in Myanmar 
(Burma), we couldn’t possibly ignore the plight of the many 
elephants who work in its timber industry.

There are an estimated 6,000 Asian elephants still used  
to pull logs in Myanmar, but there is currently very little 
veterinary care available for them.

These elephants work for around six months of the year, 
pulling teak logs through the jungle. They receive good care 
from their handlers (known as ‘oozies’) but elephants are 
still subject to a wide range of health problems that require 
veterinary attention.

Thanks to our supporters, SPANA now 
operates a mobile clinic getting care to  
many elephants every day. Elephants such 
as a large male called Tin Hla Ma who had 
become lame due to an infected crack in his 
nail. The team immediately gave Tin pain  
relief before disinfecting the infected area  
and providing antibiotics.

Tin’s handler, Myo Htet Lin, was asked to train 
his elephant to lift his feet once he had made 
a full recovery. This would make it easier to 
routinely trim his nails in future to prevent any 
further infections.



HEAD AND TRUNK
Using 3.75m (UK 9, US 5) needles cast on 8 sts,
Purl 1 row.
Next Row: Increase in every stitch to end. 16 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1, increase in next st,  
rep from * to end. 24 sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2, increase in next st,  
rep from * to end. 32 sts.
Next Row: *K2, increase in next st,
rep from * to end. 32 sts.
Beginning purl work 7 rows st st.
Next Row: *K3, increase in next st,  
rep from * to end. 40 sts.
Beginning purl work 3 rows st st.
Shape head and trunk
Next Row: K17, K2tog, K2, skpso, K17.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K16, K2tog, K2, skpso, K16.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K15, K2tog, K2, skpso, K15.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K2tog, K12, K2tog, K2, skpso,  
K12, K2tog.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K2tog, K10, K2tog, K2, skpso,  
K10, K2tog.
Next Row: Purl
Cast off 2sts at the beginning of the  
next 2 rows.
Cast off 4sts at beginning of next 2 rows
Next Row: K2tog at each end of the row. 
Next Row: Purl
Work 10 rows in st st. 
Next Row: K2tog at each end of the row.
Next Row: Purl
Work 6 rows st st.
Next Row: K2tog at each end of row.
Next Row: Purl
Work 2 rows st st and cast off. 

BODY
Using 3.75m (UK 9, US 5) needles  
and grey cast on 10 sts.
Purl 1 row.
Next Row: Increase in every stitch. 20 sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1, increase in next st,  
rep from * to end of row. 30 sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2, increase in next st,  
rep from * to end of row. 40 sts.
Next Row: Purl
Work 6 rows in st st.
Next Row: *K3, increase in next st,  
rep from * to end of row. 50 sts
Beginning purl, work 9 rows st st.
Next Row: *K3, K2tog, rep from * to end. 40 sts.
Beginning purl work 3 rows st st.
Next Row: *K2, K2tog, rep from * to end. 30 sts.
Beginning purl work 3 rows st st.
Next Row: *K1, K2tog, rep from * to end. 20 sts.
Next Row: Purl.
Next Row: K2tog across row. 10 sts.
Next Row: Purl. Break yarn and run through sts 
on needle, draw up and fasten off.

LEGS Make 4 alike
Using 3.75m (UK 9, US 5) needles  
and grey cast on 14 sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in first st, knit to last st, 
increase in last st. 
Next Row: Purl
Repeat last 2 rows twice more. 20 sts.
Work 10 rows st st. cast off.

LEG BASE (worked in garter stitch)
Using 3.75m (UK 9, US 5) needles cast on 6 sts.
Knit 2 rows. 
Next Row: Increase in first and last stitch. 8 sts.
Knit 4 rows.
Next Row: K2tog at each end of row. 6 sts.
Knit 2 rows and cast off.

EARS Make 2 alike (worked in garter stitch)
Using 3.75m (UK 9, US 5) needles cast on 8 sts.
Knit 2 rows.
Now increase 1 st at each end of next and 
following alt rows until you have 16 sts.
Knit 8 rows.
Now K2tog at each end of next row and 
following alt rows to 8 sts.
Knit 1 row and cast off.

TUSKS Make 2 alike
Using double pointed needles size 3.25m  
(UK 10, US 4) and cream yarn cast on 3 sts.
Work an I cord approx. 11cm (5 ins) cast off.

TAIL
Using double pointed needles size 3.25m 
(UK 10, US 4) and grey yarn make an I cord  
the same as the tusks for approx. 8 cms long. 
Cast off. 

Knitting pattern by Val Pierce

TO ASSEMBLE 

Begin with the body

Sew seam and stuff body quite firmly into 
an egg shape. Seam will run underneath 
body. Take leg and sew side seam. Take 
a foot base and sew carefully into base of 
leg, easing if needed. Repeat with the other 
three legs. 

Stuff the legs. Leaving tops open. Pin to 
body and sew in place. Remember to get 
them all level. Sew the seam on the head 
and trunk, stuff firmly before closing. Push 
small amounts into the trunk. Remember 
you need to curve the trunk to give a nice 
shape, if its stuffed too firmly you wont be 
able to do this. 

Take the tusks and thread them through the 
head, use a crochet hook to do this, secure 
with a few stitches on either side. Pin the 
ears in place on either side of the head. 
Sew in position. Using black, embroider 
eyes onto the elephants face. Sew the 
head firmly on to the body. Curve the trunk 
inwards towards the body. Sew the tail to 
the back of the body, add a few strands of 
yarn at the base. 

KNITTING PATTERN INSTRUCTIONS



Keeping oxen fit and healthy
In poor communities around the world, people 
depend on their animals; for work, for transport, 
for life. SPANA is one of the only charities which 
treats all kinds of working animals. 

Oxen are vital to many families. In rural Ethiopia, 
pairs of oxen can be seen throughout the 
countryside ploughing the fields ready for planting. 
The produce grown will provide essential food for 
the local population and an income for the farmer 
and his family.

When compared with horses, oxen are able to  
pull heavier loads and also pull for longer 
periods of time. That’s why they’re often used 
for transporting heavy loads, such as this pair in 
Zimbabwe who are waiting patiently for their load!

For the pastoralist communities of East Africa, 
their herds of livestock are essential for survival. 
During times of drought, parents struggle to put 
food and water in the mouths of their children, 
leaving little or nothing to spare for the animals. 

Thanks to your support, SPANA provides feeding 
programmes for livestock during times 
of emergency to help avoid famine.

Stay in touch

Knit your very own 
Oscar the ox and  
help working 
animals abroad

Head office: 
14 John Street  
London 
WC1N 2EB, UK

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7831 3999
Donation Line: +44 (0)300 033 4999
Email: enquiries@spana.org 

www.spana.org/knitRegistered charity no.209015

£20 will help us 
to give nutritious  

food to oxen in  
times of drought

What you will need
1 x ball of Stylecraft DK yarn in shade Copper = A

Oddments of Stylecraft DK Yarn in shades
Cream = B / Beige = C / Black = D

Small amount of safety stuffing
 Needles size 3.25m (UK 10) 

 Needle to sew up pieces and embroider features
Tension is not critical on this project 

Abbreviations:  
Increase = by knitting twice  

into the stitch 
Decrease = by knitting two 

stitches together 
Garter stitch = every row knit

K2tog = knit 2 sts together  
K3tog = knit 3 sts together  
DK = double knitting weight   

St st = stocking stitch  
(1 row Knit, 1 row Purl which 

is repeated to form the fabric) 
St = stitch

KNIT AN

BIG KNIT FOR VET KIT
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LEGS – Work 4 alike
Using 3.25m needles and A cast on 7sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in every st to end. 14 sts
Work 3 rows st st.
Next Row: *K2, inc, rep from * to last 2 sts K2.
Work 11 rows st st
Next Row: *K1, K2tog, repeat from * to end.
Next Row: Purl. Break A. Join in C.
Work 4 rows in st st.
Next Row: *K2, inc, rep from * rep to end.
Next Row: Purl
Cast off.

BASE OF FOOT – make 4 alike 
Using 3.25m needles and C cast on 4 sts
Next Row: Knit
Next Row: Increase 1 st at each end of the row.
Next Row: Knit
Work 4 rows garter stitch.
Next Row: Decrease 1 st at each end of the row. 
Knit 2 rows.
Cast off. 

BODY 
Using 3.25mm (UK 10) needles and 
A cast on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1, increase in next st, * rep from * 
to * to end
Next Row: Purl. 30 sts
Next Row: *K2, increase in next st * rep from  
* to * to end. 40 sts
Work 28 rows in st st. 
Next Row: *K2, K2tog * rep from * to * to end.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *k1 K2tog *, rep from * to * to end.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row. 
Next Row: Purl. Break yarn and thread  
through rem sts, draw up tight and fasten off. 

HEAD
Using 3.25mm (UK 10) needles and A cast 
on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1,increase in next st, * rep from  
* to * to end
Next Row: Purl. 30 sts
Work 16 rows in st st. Join in B
Next Row: * K1, K2tog *, rep from * to * to end.
Work 3 rows st st 
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog* rep from * to * across row. 
Next Row: Purl, break yarn and thread through 
rem sts, draw up tight and fasten off. 

NECK
Using 3.25mm needles and A cast on 30 sts. 
Work 4 rows st st
Next Row: *K1, K2tog * rep from * to * to end  
20 sts
Work in st st for 5 rows. 
Next Row: * K2tog * rep from * to * across 
the row. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Work 2 rows st st.
Next Row: * K2tog * rep from * to * across 
the row. 5sts.
Next Row: Purl. Break yarn and run through 
stitches on needles, draw up and fasten off.

EARS. INNER AND OUTER
Outer ear (Make 2 alike)
Using 3.25m needles and A cast on 2sts.
Next Row: Knit. 
Next Row: K1, inc in next st. 3st
Next Row: Knit.
Next Row: Increase in first and last stitch. 5sts.
Next Row: Knit
Next Row: Increase in first and last st. 7sts.
Work 6 rows garter stitch
Next Row: K2tog at each end of row. 
Next Row: Knit.

Repeat last 2 rows once more. 3sts.
Next Row: K2tog ,K1.
Next Row: K2tog and fasten off.

Inner ear (Make 2 alike)
Using 3.25m needles and B cast on 2sts.
Next Row: Knit. 
Next Row: K1, inc in next st. 3st
Next Row: Knit.
Next Row: Increase in first and last stitch. 5sts.
Next Row: Knit
Work 4 rows garter stitch
Next Row: K2tog at each end of row. 
Next Row: Knit.
Next Row: K2tog ,K1.
Next Row: K2tog and fasten off.

HORNS – worked in one piece.
Using 3.25m needles and B cast on 2sts.
Next Row: Increase in first st, K1. 3sts
Next Row: Purl.
Next Row: Increase in first and last st. 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Repeat last 2 rows twice more. 9 sts
Work 24 rows in st st.
Next Row: K2tog at each end.
Next Row: Purl.
Repeat last 2 rows until you have 3 sts left.
Next Row: K2tog, K1.
Next Row: K2tog and fasten off

TAIL
Using 3.25m 
needles and A  
cast on 22 sts 
Work 10 rows 
in st st and  
cast off. 

Knitting pattern by Val Pierce

KNITTING PATTERN INSTRUCTIONS

TO ASSEMBLE 

Begin with the head 
Sew the seam of the head, stuff quite firmly 
before finally closing. Seam runs on the 
underside of the head. Take the ears, sew 
together in pairs. Place a cream ear inside 
a copper ear. Sew the cream ear neatly to 
the inside of the copper ear. Repeat with the 
second ear. Sew the ears to each side of the 
head, pleating the base together a little to 
give shape. Roll the horns into an oblong, 
with points at either end and a wider section 
in the centre. Using a large crochet hook, 
thread the horns through the top of the head. 
Get them even on each side, curl the horns 
upwards on each side. Take a few strands of 
copper yarn and sew between the horns to 
form the forelock. Take some black yarn and 
embroider eyes and nostrils onto the head.  

Body 
Sew the seam of the body, stuffing before 
the final closing. The seam of the body will 
run on the underneath. Take the legs and 
sew the seams on each one. Leave the 
bottom of the hoof open. Stuff each leg quite 
firmly. The seam will run down the back of 
each leg. Sew a bottom of hoof to each leg, 
add a little more stuffing if needed. Try to get 
the legs to look similar.  Now sew the legs to 
the body. Pin them in place first to get them 
level. Sew the legs in place. Take the neck 
piece and sew the side seam. Add some 
stuffing to the neck, not too much as extra 
can be added when sewing to the body. 
Place the neck onto one end of the body, 
stretching slightly over the body to fit firmly, 
add extra stuffing if needed. Take the head 
and place onto the neck. Make sure that it 
is far enough back not to cause the ox to be 
top heavy. Roll the tail into a neat cylinder 
shape. Add a few strands of cream yarn to 
the base of the tail as a fringe. Sew tail to 
back of ox. 



Getting a baby camel back 
on its feet
When a Bedouin man brought five-month-old  
baby Wadh (meaning ‘white camel’) into SPANA’s 
Jordan centre in Wadi Seer, he was in a very  
poor condition.

An aggressive adult male had taken a dislike to 
Wadh and damaged his neck, leaving him with 
nasty infected wounds and unable to stand.

Vets cleaned the wound every day but as he could 
not stand he needed to be supported.

At first, the baby camel lay on his side and had 
to be turned over regularly while SPANA staff 
massaged his leg joints. For part of each day, 
Wadh was also put in his normal squatting position 
between bags of soft shavings to make sure he 
didn’t fall.

The vets then used a specially made sling to  
help Wadh stand and after a few weeks he was 
able to potter around the yard. His infection  
cleared and within three weeks Wadh made a full 
recovery thanks to the customised care he  
received at the clinic.

Stay in touch

What you will need
1 x 50grm ball Beige Crochet Cotton  

number 3 (or 4ply yarn)
Oddments of blue, green, black and red 
Crochet Cotton number 3 (or 4ply yarn)

Crochet hook 3.00mm. Stuffing.
Tension is not critical on this design

Abbreviations
Dc = double crochet 
Sl st = slip stitch. 
Dc2tog = work 2 dc together as follows: 1ch, hook into next dc, draw loop through,  
hook into next dc, draw loop through, 3 loops are now on hook, yarn round hook and 
draw through all 3 loops. (1 dc now decreased) 
Dc3tog = work 3dc together as follows:  
1ch, hook into next dc, draw loop through, 
hook into next dc, draw loop through,  
hook into next dc, draw loop through, 
4 loops are now on hook, yarn  
round hook and draw through all 
4 loops.  (dc now decreased )
Inc = increase 1 st as follows:  
work 2 dc into the same dc or stitch. 
Dec = decrease. Follow abbreviations above for  
the specific decrease stated in the pattern, ie Dc2tog or Dc3tog. 

Crochet your very own 
Clarence the camel 
and help working 
animals abroad

Head office: 
14 John Street  
London 
WC1N 2EB, UK

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7831 3999
Donation Line: +44 (0)300 033 4999
Email: enquiries@spana.org 

www.spana.org/knit Registered charity no.209015
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£23 covers the cost of  
hospitalising a sick or  

injured working animal like 
Wadh for a day at our  

Jordan centre 

CROCHEt a
BIG KNIT FOR VET KIT



Remember to stuff the body and head 
pieces as you make them.

Body
You will begin at the base of the body. 
Using Beige and size 3.00mm hook make 2ch, 
work 6dc into 2nd ch from hook. Join into a 
circle with a sl st.
Next Round: work 2dc into each dc to end, join 
with s sl st. 12dc
Next Round: * 1dc in to next dc, 2dc into next dc 
* repeat to end, join as before. 18dc
Next Round: * 1dc into each of next 2 dc, 2dc 
into next dc * repeat to end, join as before. 24dc
Next Round: * 1dc into each of next 3 dc, 2dc 
into next dc * repeat to end, join as before. 30dc
Next Round: * 1dc into each of next 4 dc, 2dc 
into next dc * repeat to end, join as before. 36 dc
Next Round: * 1dc into each of next 5 dc, 2dc 
into next dc * repeat to end, join as before. 42 dc
Next Round: 1dc into each of next 6 dc, 2dc into 
next dc * repeat to end, join as before. 48 dc
Work 4 rounds in dc, joining as before.
Next Round: * 1dc into each of next 6 dc, dc 2tog 
* repeat from * to * to end, join as before. 42 dc.

Work 2 rounds in dc, joining as before. Break 
beige yarn. Join in blue yarn.

Next Round: *1dc into each of next 4 dc, dc 2tog 
* repeat from * to * to end, join as before. 35dc
Work 2 rounds in dc. Break blue yarn and join in 
green
Next Round: *1dc into each of next 5 dc, dc 2tog 
* repeat from * to * to end, join as before. 30 dc
Next Round: * 1dc into each of next 3dc, dc2tog 
* repeat from * to * to end. Join as before. 24dc.
Next Round: * 1dc into each next dc, dc2tog * 
rep from * to * to end, join as before. 16 dc
Next Round: * dc 2tog * rep from * to * all 
around. 8 dc.
Next Round: * dc 2tog *, 4times. 4dc. Fasten off.

HeAd
Using Beige and 3.00mm hook make 2ch, work 
8dc into 2nd ch from hook, join with a sl st into 
a circle.

Next Round: 1ch, work 2dc into each dc to end, 
join with a sl st to beg of round. 16 dc.
Next Round: 1ch, *1dc into each of next 3dc, 
2dc into next dc *, rep from * to * all around, join 
as before. 20 dc.
Work a further 8 rounds of dc, joining each 
round as before.
Next Round: 1ch, * 1dc into each of next 4 dc, 
2dc into next dc * rep from * to * all around. 24 dc.
Work 4 rounds in dc, joining as before. 
Next Round: 1ch, * 1dc into each of next 5 dc, 
2dc into next dc * rep from * to * all around. 28 dc.
Work 3 rounds in dc, joining as before.
Next Round: 1ch, * 1dc into each of next 2dc, 
dc2tog * rep from * to * to end, join as before. 
21 dc
Next Round: 1ch, * 1dc into next dc, dc2tog * 
rep from * to * to end, join as before. 14 dc.
Next Round: 1ch, * dc2tog * rep from * to * all 
around join as before. 7 dc.
Break yarn and fasten off leaving a 5cm tail. Thread 
tail into needle and then run thread through last 
round of stitches, draw up and fasten off. 

eArs – Make 2
Using Beige and 3.00mm hook make 2 ch.
Work 6 dc into 2nd ch from hook. Turn
Next Row: work 1dc into each dc to end. Turn.
Repeat last row one more time and fasten off.

Neck
Using 3.00mm hook and Beige make 20 ch, 
join into a circle with a sl st.
Round 1: work 1dc into each ch to end, join  
with a sl st.
Work a further 10 rounds of dc, joining each 
round as before. 
Next Round: *1dc into each of next 2 dc, dc2tog 
* , rep to end , join as before. 15dc.
Work 2 rounds in dc, joining as before.
Next Round: * 1dc into next dc, dc2tog * , rep 
from * to * to end, join as before. 10 dc.
Work 2 rounds in dc, joining as before.
Next Round: * dc2tog * rep from * to * all around, 
join as before. 5dc. Break yarn and fasten off. 
Using the tail of yarn close the small hole at the 
end of the neck.

Legs – Make 4
Using 3.00mm hook and Beige make 16 ch, 
Join into a circle with a sl st.
Work 1dc into each ch to end, join with a sl st. 
16 dc. 
Next Round: 1 dc into each dc to end,  
join with a sl st.
Work a further 16 rows. 
Next Round: * 1dc into each of next 3dc, 2dc 
into next dc * rep from * to * 3 times more. 20 dc.
Work 2 rounds dc on these sts.
Now decrease for base.
Next Round: * dc 2, dc 2tog, * rep from * to *  
4 more times. 15 dc
Next Round: * dc 1, dc2tog * rep from * to *  
4 more times. 10 dc.
Next Round: work in dc,
Next Round: *Dc2tog* rep from * to * all around. 
5dc. Fasten off. 
Run thread neatly through last round and draw 
up to close base. 

FriNge For cAmeLs BAck
Using 3.0mm hook and red make 39 ch.
Work 1dc into 2nd ch from hook, 1dc into each 
ch to end. 38 dc Turn.
Next Row: 1dc into first dc, * 1dc into next dc, 
8ch, sl st into same dc, 1dc into next dc , * rep 
from * to * to end. Fasten off.

HALter ANd LeAd reiN
Using 3.00mm hook and red yarn make a chain 
long enough to fit around the camel’s  
nose and then around back  
of head. Use photo as a  
guideto help when sewing 
in place. Make a longer  
chain for the lead rein. 

tAiL
Using 3.00mm hook and 
beige yarn double, make 
a chain about 5cm long,  
fasten off. Take a few 
lengths of beige and add 
to one end of the chain 
for the camels tail. 

CROCHEt PattERN INStRUCtIONS

Crochet pattern by Val Pierce

HINTS & TIPS
The pieces are  mainly worked in rounds 
and joined with a slip stitch at the end of  
each round unless otherwise stated in  
the instructions.

With the technique used in making the camel 
most of the pieces are joined into a circle as 
they are worked, therefore very little sewing  
up is required when assembling the project. 
Each piece is stuffed as it is worked, adding 
tiny bits of stuffing as you proceed. Final 
stuffing can be done before closing the piece 
if needed, using the blunt end of your hook to 
shape as you do.

tO aSSEmblE

Take the head first. The widest part is the 
back of the head. Take the ears and curl them 
into semi circles, sew one to each side of 
the head. Using black yarn embroider an eye 
onto each side, use photograph as a guide. 
Embroider nostrils onto the camel’s nose. 
Take the red chain halter and sew in place on 
the head. Attach a small tassel under the chin. 
The tassel is made by winding a fw lengths of 
yarn together and knotting them. Add the lead 
rein to the sides of the head. 

The body and head will already be 
stuffed. Stuff each leg firmly, but don’t close 
the tops. Stuff the neck quite firmly, again 
do not close the top. This is the part of the 
neck that you will sew the head onto. Take the 
fringe and join into a circle, place the circle on 
the camels hump, sew in place.

Take the body and pin the legs in place 
onto the base. Angle them outwards slightly 
to make the camel stand well. Get the legs all 
level if you can. Sew each one in place. Take 
the neck and sew the head to the open end, 
the head should sit onto the neck. Sew in 
place. Carefully pin the neck onto the front of 
the body, sew firmly in place. Attach the tail to 
the back of the camel. 



A simple operation saves a donkey’s sight 
in Morocco 

Hani the five-year-old donkey works to transport  
goods in the souks of Marrakech. His owner, Hassan,  
has no other animals and relies totally on Hani to help 
him earn a living.  

Hassan had visited the SPANA centre in Marrakech before 
when Hani injured his knees in a fall. So when Hassan  
noticed a growth above 
Hani’s eye, he knew 
exactly where to take  
his donkey. 

On arrival at the centre, 
a SPANA vet was able 
to identify Hani’s growth 

as a sarcoid. And although it could be removed with 
a relatively straightforward operation, left to grow the 
sarcoid would have impaired Hani’s vision. 

The team operated straight away and the procedure 
was a complete success.

After the operation, veterinary volunteer Maura applied 
bandages to Hani’s eye. After that he earned a new 
nickname around the centre: Pirate!

Stay in touch

What you will need
1 x 50gm ball Grey DK
Oddment of black and cream and pink DK
Small amounts of yellow, light brown  
and beige (4ply)  
Needles size 3.25mm (UK10)
Stuffing. Sewing needle 
Approx height 15cm
Tension is not critical on this design

Abbreviations:   
Increase = by knitting twice  
into the stitch 
Decrease = by knitting two 
stitches together 
Garter stitch = every row knit
K2tog = knit 2 sts together   
K3tog = knit 3 sts together  
DK = double knitting weight   
St st = stocking stitch  
(1 row knit, 1 row purl which  
is repeated to form the fabric) 
St = stitch

Knit your very 
own Duncan  

the donkey and 
help working 

animals abroad 

Head office: 
14 John Street  
London 
WC1N 2EB, UK

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7831 3999
Donation Line: +44 (0)300 033 4999
Email: enquiries@spana.org 

www.spana.org/knitRegistered charity no.209015

£21.97 will pay for general 
anaesthetic, a course 

 of painkillers, antibiotics  
and bandages to treat an  

animal like Hani  

Knit a
BIG KNIT FOR VET KIT
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HeAd
Using Grey DK and 3.25mm (UK 10) needles 
cast on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1, increase in next st, * rep from  
* to * to end
Next Row: Purl. 30 sts. Work 18 rows in st st
Next Row: * K1, K2tog *, rep from * to * to end
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog* rep from * to * across row
Next Row: Purl, break yarn and thread through 
rem sts, draw up tight and fasten off 

Muzzel 
Using Cream DK and 3.25mm (UK 10) needles 
cast on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Knit, increasing in each st to end 
10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Knit, increasing in each st to end  
20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1, increase in next st, * rep from  
* to * to end
Next Row: Purl. 30 sts
Work 4 rows in st st and cast off

Body
Using Grey DK and 3.25mm (UK 10) needles 
cast on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1,increase in next st, * rep from  
* to * to end
Next Row: Purl. 30 sts
Next Row: *K2, increase in next st * rep from 
* to * to end. 40 sts
Work 24 rows in st st

Next Row: * K2, K2tog * rep from * to * to end
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: * K1 K2tog *, rep from * to * to end
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row 
Next Row: Purl. Break yarn and thread through 
rem sts, draw up tight and fasten off

legs – Work 4 alike.
Using Grey DK and 3.25mm (UK 10) needles 
cast on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Work 8 more rows in st st
Next Row: * K2, K2tog * rep from * to * 
across row. 15 sts
Beginning purl work 5 rows st st,  
Break Grey DK and join in Black DK
Work 6 rows in st st and cast off

BottoM of Hooves
Make 4. Worked all in garter stitch. 
Using 3.25mm needles and Black DK cast  
on 4 sts, knit 2 rows
Next Row: Increase 1 st at each end of next and 
following alternate row. 8 sts
Next Row: Knit 1 row
Decrease 1 st at each end of next and  
following alternate rows to 4 sts
Knit 1 row
Cast off

eArs. Inner And outer 
Outer ear - Make 2.
Using 3.25mm needles and Grey DK cast on  
9 sts, Work 10 rows in st st.
Next Row: K2tog at each end of the row
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K2tog at each end of the row
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K2tog at each end of the row
Next Row: p3tog, fasten off

Inner ear - Make 2
Using 3.25mm needles and Pink DK cast 
on 5 sts. Work 6 rows in st st.
Next Row: K2tog at each end of row
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K2tog, K1, K2tog
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K3tog, fasten off

WAter CAns – Make 2
Using Yellow 4ply yarn and 3.25mm (UK10) 
needles cast on 11 sts. Work 4 rows garter 
stitch. Change to st st and work 8 rows.
Knit 2 rows garter stitch.
Next Row: Cast on 8 sts, knit across 11 sts  
on needle
Next Row: Cast on 19 sts purl across sts  
on needle
Work 18 rows st st on these stitches
Next Row: Cast off 8sts, knit to end
Next Row: Cast off 19 sts, knit to end
Knit 2 row garter stitch
Work 8 rows in st st 
Work 2 rows garter stitch. Cast off

Body strAp 
Using 3.25mm (UK 10) needles and Light brown 
4ply cast on 5 sts. Work in garter stitch until the 
strip fits over the donkeys back. Starting and 
ending about half way round.  
(You will sew the water cans to this strip.)

tAIl
Using Grey DK make a  
small plait about 5cms long. 
Take a few strands of blank 
yarn and form into a fringed  
tail by threading the yarn 
through one end of  
the plait.

rope
Using Beige 4ply  
make a plait long  
enough to fit around the  
donkeys nose, then  
some extra to make  
a lead rein. 

to assemble

Begin with the head. Sew the seam of the 
head, stuff quite firmly before finally closing. 
Seam runs on the underside of the head. Take 
the muzzle and sew the side seam. Slip the 
muzzle onto one end of the head, this will now 
be the nose. Sew neatly onto the head. Take 
the ears, sew together in pairs. Place a pink ear 
inside a grey ear, wrong sides facing. The grey 
ear will fold inwards slightly, sew the pink ear 
neatly to the sides of the grey ear. Repeat with 
the second ear. Sew the ears to the head, angle 
them slightly outwards. Take some black yarn 
and thread it into a blunt ended needle. Secure 
the yarn to the centre of the head between the 
ears, wind the yarn a couple of times around 
the index finger, then sew the resulting loops to 
the head. Continue making loops and sewing to 
the back of the head of the donkey in the same 
way to form the mane.

This takes a little time and patience. Embroider 
the eyes and nostrils and mouth onto the head. 
Use the picture as a guide to help you.

Body. Sew the seam of the body, stuffing 
before the final closing. The seam of the body 
will run on the underneath. Take the legs and 
sew the seams on each one. Leave the bottom 
of the hoof open. Stuff each leg quite firmly. The 
seam will run down the back of each leg. Sew 
a bottom of hoof to each leg, add a little more 
stuffing if needed. Try to get the legs to look 
similar. Now sew the legs to the body. Pin them 
in place first to get them level. Sew the legs in 
place. Take the tail and sew to one end of the 
body. Sew the head onto the body.  
This is quite tricky so take your time. 

Water Cans. Sew the two long sides of the  
can together. Now sew the top edges to  
the main piece, this will begin to form an  
oblong shape. Stuff the can, now fold  over 
the final flap and sew in place. Repeat with the 
other can. You can oversew tiny seams on each 
of the sides to accentuate the oblong shape if 
desired.

Sew the strap in place over the donkeys 
back, now attach a water can on each side 
of the strap. Finally take the rope and wind 
around the donkeys muzzle, secure underneath 
the chin, leave the rest of the rope loose. 

KnittinG PatteRn instRUCtions

Knitting pattern by Val Pierce



Treating victims of traditional practices
Bulo the 16-year-old carthorse works to transport goods in 
Ethiopia for his owner Gawshaw. 

Gawshaw makes the equivalent of just £3 working his horse 
each day, money which allows him to provide for his family.  
So when Bulo became lame, Gawshaw was anxious to get 
him cured. He took Bulo to his local traditional healer, who 
used a practice called ‘firing’ in an attempt to cure him.

Firing is when hot 
irons are pressed 
into an animal’s 

skin, leaving terrible wounds that are also prone to 
infection. This misguided practice is still common in 
many countries in Africa.

When Bulo’s lameness only worsened, Gawshaw 
found out about SPANA’s mobile clinic and took 
him there. Our vets were able to clean and treat the 
burn wounds and give Bulo painkillers, antibiotics 
and an anti-tetanus vaccination. 

SPANA staff explained to Gawshaw why firing 
would have only caused Bulo painful wounds and 
distress, and on understanding this, Gawshaw was 
very remorseful and promised that he would never 
use firing on any animal again. 

Stay in touch

Knit your very 
own Hattie the 
horse and 
help working 
animals abroad

Head office: 
14 John Street  
London 
WC1N 2EB, UK

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7831 3999
Donation Line: +44 (0)300 033 4999
Email: enquiries@spana.org 

www.spana.org/knitRegistered charity no.209015

£15.85 will provide the  
antibiotics, painkillers and  

anti-tetanus injections needed  
to treat an animal that has  

 been injured by firing like Bulo

What you will need
1 x 50gm ball Light Brown DK 

Oddment of black and cream and Dark brown DK
Needles size 3.25mm (UK 10)

Stuffing
Sewing needle

Approx height 15cm
Tension is not critical on this design

Abbreviations:  
Increase = by knitting twice  

into the stitch 
Decrease = by knitting two 

stitches together 
Garter stitch = every row knit

K2tog = knit 2 sts together  
K3tog = knit 3 sts together  
DK = double knitting weight   

St st = stocking stitch  
(1 row knit, 1 row Purl which is  

repeated to form the fabric) 
St = stitch

Knit a
BIG KNIT FOR VET KIT
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HeAd
Using Light Brown DK and 3.25mm (UK 10) 
needles cast on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1,increase in next st, * rep from 
* to * to end
Next Row: Purl. 30 sts
Work 18 rows in st st.
Next Row: * K1, K2tog *, rep from * to * to end.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog* rep from * to * across row. 
Next Row: Purl, break yarn and thread through 
rem sts, draw up tight and fasten off.

FOReHeAd BLAZe 
Using 3.25mm needles and  
Cream DK cast on 1st
Next Row: Purl the stitch
Next Row: Increase in the stitch. 2sts
Next Row: Purl 
Next Row: Increase in each of next 2 sts. 4sts
Next Row: Purl 
Next Row: K1, increase in next st, K2. 5 sts
Beginning Purl work 3 rows in st st
Next Row: K2tog at each end of row. 3sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K3tog and fasten off. This is the top 
of the blaze

BOdy
Using Light Brown DK and 3.25mm (UK 10) 
needles cast on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K1,increase in next st, * rep from  
* to * to end
Next Row: Purl. 30 sts
Next Row: *K2, increase in next st * rep from  
* to * to end. 40 sts

Work 24 rows in st st
Next Row: * K2, K2tog * rep from * to * to end
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: * K1 K2tog *, rep from * to * to end
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across row
Next Row: Purl. Break yarn and thread through 
rem sts, draw up tight and fasten off

Legs – Work 4 alike
Using Light Brown DK and 3.25mm (UK 10) 
needles cast on 5sts.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: Increase in each st to end. 20 sts
Next Row: Purl
Work 12 more rows in st st
Next Row: *K2, K2tog * rep from * to * across 
row. 15 sts
Beginning Purl work 5 rows st st, Break Light 
Brown DK and join in Black DK.
Work 6 rows in st st and cast off. 
*Note* if you wish to give the horse a white 
sock then work the 5 rows after the decrease  
in cream.

BOttOm OF HOOves
Make 4. Worked all in garter stitch. 
Using 3.25mm needles and Black DK cast  
on 4 sts, knit 2 rows
Next Row: Increase 1 st at each end of next  
and following alternate row. 8 sts.
Next Row: Knit 1 row
Decrease 1 st at each end of next and following 
alternate rows to 4 sts
Knit 1 row
Cast off

eARs. InneR And OuteR 
Outer ear - Make 2
Using 3.25mm needles and Light Brown DK 
cast on 9 sts. Work 6 rows in st st.
Next Row: K2tog at each end of the row
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K2tog at each end of the row

Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K2tog at each end of the row
Next Row: p3tog, fasten off

Inner ear - Make 2
Using 3.25mm needles and Cream DK cast  
on 5 sts. Work 4 rows in st st.
Next Row: K2tog at each end of row.
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K2tog, K1, K2tog,
Next Row: Purl
Next Row: K3tog, fasten off. 

HORse’s neCK
Using 3.25mm needles and Light Brown DK  
cast on 30 sts. Work 6 rows st st.
Next Row: *K1, K2tog * rep from * to * to end  
20 sts. Work in st st for 7 rows.
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across the 
row. 10 sts
Next Row: Purl
Work 2 rows st st
Next Row: *K2tog * rep from * to * across the 
row . 5sts
Next Row: Purl. Break yarn and run through 
stitches on needles, draw up and fasten off

sAddLe
Using 3.25mm needles (UK 10) and Dark Brown 
DK Cast 5sts
Work 2 rows in garter stitch 
Now Increase 1 st each end of next  
and following alternate rows until  
you have 15 sts. Work 26 rows 
in garter stitch.
Now decrease 1 st  
at each end of next 
and following alternate 
rows until you have 5 sts.
Work 2 rows garter stitch 
and cast off.

gIRtH stRAP
Using 3.25mm needles 
(UK 10) and Dark Brown DK  
cast on 4 sts.
Knit 30 rows in garter stitch. 
Cast off.

to assemble

Begin with the head. Sew the seam of the 
head, stuff quite firmly before finally closing. 
Seam runs on the underside of the head. 
Take the forehead blaze and stitch in place 
carefully. Take the ears, sew together in pairs. 
Place a cream ear inside a Light brown ear, 
wrong sides facing. The light brown ear will 
fold inwards slightly, sew the cream ear neatly 
to the sides of the light brown ear. Repeat 
with the second ear. Sew the ears to the head. 
Take some black yarn and embroider eyes and 
nostrils onto head Take some short strands of 
dark brown yarn and tie tightly in the centre of 
the strands to form a bunch. Sew the bunch 
to the back of the horses head. Make further 
small bunches and continue to sew to the back 
of the head until a neat main is formed. Sew 
a few strand to the head between the ears 
to form the forelock. Make some dark brown 
plaits in various lengths to form the bridle. Sew 
each piece onto the head, use the picture as a 
guide. Make a longer plait to form the reigns, 
sew these in place on either side of the bridle. 

Body. Sew the seam of the body, stuffing 
before the final closing. The seam of the body 
will run on the underneath. Take the legs and 
sew the seams on each one. Leave the bottom 
of the hoof open. Stuff each leg quite firmly. 
The seam will run down the back of each leg. 
Sew a bottom of hoof to each leg, add a little 
more stuffing if needed. Try to get the legs to 
look similar Now sew the legs to the body. Pin 
them in place first to get them level. Sew the 
legs in place. Take the neck piece and sew the 
side seam. Add some stuffing to the neck, not 
too much as extra can be added when sewing 
to the body. Place the neck onto one end of 
the body, stretching slightly over the body to fit 
firmly, add extra stuffing if needed. Take some 
longer strands of yarn and tie in the centre as 
you did with the main, this bunch will form the 
tail. Sew to the back of the body. 

Take the saddle and fold over a tiny rim 
on each side of the piece. Stitch in place. 
Sew the girth to one side of the saddle in the 
centre. Place on horses back and then pull 
the girth under the body, secure to other side 
of saddle to hold in place Take the head and 
place onto the neck. Make sure that it is far 
enough back not to cause the horse to be top 
heavy. Pin in place and then sew the head 
firmly to the neck. 

Knitting pattern by Val Pierce

KnittinG PatteRn instRUCtions



Name 

Address 

Postcode

Telephone Email*

* Please fill in your email address if you are happy to receive updates about SPANA’s work and the animals you are helping to save.

If you pay UK tax* 
and tick the Gift Aid 
box the Government 
will give us at least 
25% on top of your 
donation. It won’t cost 
you a penny. 

Please tick  
this column 
if you do 
not wish 
to learn 
more about 
SPANA.

 

Name  Address  and Postcode Amount

Mrs H Sample     1 Sample Street, Sample Way, County,  SA1 2LE          £20.00

You can also collect sponsorship online. Go to www.justgiving.com/spana to make your page.
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SPANA
Registered in England company no: 558085. Company limited by guarantee.
Head office and registered office: 14 John Street, London WC1N 2EB
Chief Executive: Jeremy Hulme President: Lord de Mauley Company Secretary: John Reid MA FCA Registered charity no: 209015



Three ways to pay
1. Go online at www.spana.org/knit      2. Send a cheque made payable to SPANA.

or call us on 020 7831 3999.         Ensure that your full postcode is written on the back.

3. Pay by Debit/Credit Card   £

Mastercard   Visa  CAF   Visa Delta   Maestro

Card no: / / / /

Valid from: / Expiry date: / Issue no: 

Cardholder’s name: Date:

Signature:

If you pay UK tax* 
and tick the Gift Aid 
box the Government 
will give us at least 
25% on top of your 
donation. It won’t cost 
you a penny. 

Please tick  
this column 
if you do 
not wish 
to learn 
more about 
SPANA.

*Gift Aid Statement 
I have ticked the box headed ‘Gift Aid’ and 
confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains 
taxpayer. I have read this statement and want 
SPANA to reclaim tax on the donation detailed 
above. I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and 
I have paid or will pay an amount of Income 
Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax for each tax 
year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal 
to the amount of tax that all the charities and 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that 
I donate to will reclaim on my gifts in that tax 
year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT 
and Council Tax do not qualify.

Data Protection Statement    
We promise not to release your Information to 
anyone else. Your details will be used by The 
Society for the Protection of Animals Abroad 
(SPANA) only. We may like to contact you in 
future about our international welfare work, 
including news and information on how we 
spend your money. If you would prefer us not 
to contact you please let us know at: 14 John 
Street, London WC1N 2EB, phone: 020 7831 
3999 or email: enquiries@spana.org

 

Name  Address  and Postcode Amount

Mrs H Sample     1 Sample Street, Sample Way, County,  SA1 2LE          £20.00

Please return your completed form and payment using the FREEPOST donation envelope supplied.

 Tick here if you do not wish to receive an acknowledgement of your support.

Total i have raised £
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