
MOBILE CLINICS APPEAL 
Will you help reach more working animals in desperate need? 
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SAVING LIVES IN REMOTE REGIONS 
Thousands of sick and injured working animals in isolated areas are suffering because 
they don’t have access to vital veterinary treatment. They urgently need your support. 
In the heart of the world’s poorest communities, 
working animals suffer hardship on a daily basis. 
Donkeys, horses, mules, camels and elephants 
are used to pull carts, transport goods, deliver 
supplies and reach essential services. Without a 
working animal that is fit to work, a whole family 
may go hungry.  

When they are sick or injured, it is impossible for 
these working animals to make the long, arduous 
journey to the nearest fixed veterinary centre, 
hundreds of miles away. Far from the nearest vet, 
minor ailments can quickly escalate into far more 
serious – and even fatal – illnesses.  

SPANA’S SOLUTION 

‘We will go out and find the animals, instead of waiting for 
them to be brought to us’, Kate Hosali, the SPANA Founder, 
said. 

Kate’s words still ring true today. From countries battling civil unrest 
to isolated communities tackling extremely harsh environments, a 
SPANA mobile vet is often the only chance for the most vulnerable 
working animals to survive.  

Where there is no permanent veterinary centre nearby, our mobile 
clinics bring free veterinary treatments and advice to owners 
across Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Each of our 37 mobile 
clinics travels around 2,400 km a year, often across difficult desert 
roads and remote mountain paths.   

In this report, you can read about three of the animals our mobile 
clinics have helped: donkeys Florian and Cano from Tunisia and 
Kurdistan, and horse Ali from Mali.  

Our mobile clinics are a vital lifeline for working animals like these, 
treating around 10,000 sick or injured animals every year. We will 
not abandon animals to suffer or die needlessly.  

With your help, working animals in isolated towns and villages can be treated through 
our mobile clinics. Please, if you can, make a donation today so they can get the urgent 
treatment they need. 

A SPANA mobile clinic vet travelled for many 
miles to help this sick horse in Botswana 

Kate Hosali, SPANA Founder 
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SPANA’S SOLUTION 

Lifesaving medicines, surgical materials and 
treatment. 

Our mobile clinics are often greeted by a large number of 
owners with animals needing treatment for anything such 
as severe harness wounds, eye and ear infections, colic 
and deadly diseases. Working in dusty and dirty 
conditions, even a small wound can fester and develop 
into something far more dangerous.   

To treat these conditions, it’s critical that clinics are 
stocked with essential medicines such as sedatives, 
antibiotics and painkillers, plus surgical materials like 
sterile gloves, syringes and bandages. 

Treating Florian’s painful leg injuries 

Florian is a six-year-old donkey living in the Kasserine region of Tunisia. In his isolated village, miles 
from the nearest vet, Florian pulls a heavy cart full of construction materials and ploughs the fields for 
his owner Nizar. 

When Nizar noticed Florian struggling to walk, he was 
extremely worried. Florian was clearly suffering and in 
terrible pain from deep cuts on his front legs. 

Sadly, Nizar was following a misguided traditional practice 
used by owners to train their animals to stay close. The 
practice uses nylon rope or rusty wire to tie an animal’s legs 
together, causing painful wounds. Florian’s ‘hobble’ injuries 
were quickly becoming infected and his life was at risk. He 
needed urgent treatment but couldn’t travel to get it. 

Luckily, our mobile vets 
met Florian when they 
made the long journey 
from the centre of 

Kasserine to the area where he lived. They gently cleaned Florian’s 
cuts, applied antiseptic cream and dressed his wounds. Nizar was 
given a course of antibiotics to administer to Florian – to help 
prevent further infection. Our vets advised Nizar to let Florian rest 
while his injuries healed and provided soft, humane hobbles.  

Tragically, many animals like Florian are at risk of lameness. If they 
are unable to work, they could be abandoned to face a slow, 
painful death.  

Please help keep our mobile clinics stocked with 
medicines and surgical materials, so SPANA vets can 
care for working animals in distress. A gift today could 
help buy essential surgical materials, such as sterile 
gloves, syringes, bandages and sedatives, to treat 
suffering and wounded animals. 

Please help keep our mobile clinics 
stocked with lifesaving medication 
and equipment 

Florian needed urgent veterinary 
treatment to stop him becoming 
chronically lame 

‘I am so happy to see that 
my donkey is better and can 
work again. My entire family 
depends on him.’  
Nizar, Florian’s owner 
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SPANA’S SOLUTION 
Advising owners about humane animal care. 
We work hard to change people’s attitudes to animal welfare and educate owners to help prevent 
injuries and illness in the future. With your support, we can work closely with local communities to 
improve owners’ animal welfare knowledge, attitudes and practices. 

SPANA vets offer expert advice and support to 
Ali’s owner  

Day in, day out, 16-year-old horse Ali drags a heavy 
cart full of sand, brick, iron or wood around Jikoroni, 
a region of Mali, in intense heat. Once his cart is 
emptied, Ali goes back to get another load. Ali’s 
owner Madibaba relies on his horse to support his 
family. Life is extremely tough for both of them.   

Madibaba started to become worried about his 
horse when he noticed Ali was having trouble 
walking. Soon, it was agony for Ali to make a single 
step. He was limping and on the brink of lameness. 
On top of this, Ali had small bumps and sores all 
over his skin, causing tremendous irritation. In the 
dusty and dry climate, Ali’s sores were in danger of 
becoming infected.  

Madibaba realised Ali needed urgent treatment and took him to 
our mobile veterinary clinic. SPANA vets carefully examined 
Ali’s joints for abnormalities. They were swollen and tender. Our 
vets diagnosed that Ali was suffering from arthritis, probably as 
a result of poor farriery and years of pulling heavy loads over 
hard ground. Ali had also developed dermatitis, a skin disease. 

Our vets gave Ali an anti-inflammatory injection to relieve his 
pain and reduce the inflammation in his joints. They gently 
cleaned and trimmed his overgrown hooves. The vets also 
clipped and cleaned Ali’s skin lesions, and disinfected  
his harness. They advised Madibaba how to administer  
anti-parasitic medication to clear up Ali’s skin condition and 
ease his discomfort. 

Madibaba listened carefully to the vets’ advice about 
introducing more breaks during Ali’s work and decreasing his 
workload. The team stressed the importance of regular hoof 
trimmings, proper shoes and an adequate cart to help manage 
Ali’s arthritis.  

If our mobile clinic hadn’t visited the area, Ali would have 
become chronically lame and been in excruciating pain from his 
skin condition. He would then face being left on his own to die. 

By making a gift today, you can help our mobile clinic vets treat working animals and 
advise owners on how to keep their animals happy and healthy. 

Our vet, Dr Amadou, advises owner 
Madibaba how to best care for horse Ali 

‘It’s wonderful work SPANA are 
doing. If I went to the vet it 
would be so expensive and I 
can't pay for that every time.’ 
Madibaba, Ali’s owner 
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SPANA’S SOLUTION 

Keeping our mobile clinics on the road saves the lives of thousands of working animals.  

To reach each and every working animal, our mobile clinic vehicles must be filled with fuel, in full 
working order and regularly serviced. Only then can our vets travel vast distances to reach the most 
remote regions.  

Bringing vital veterinary care to Cano in a 
remote community 
 
Cano is a nine-year-old donkey living in the very 
remote mountains of Kurdistan. Early each 
morning, Cano leads 500 sheep to graze in nearby 
fields, where he guards them all day. Through hot 
summers and bitterly cold winters, Cano is 
responsible for these sheep, and for the livelihood 
of his owner Marree and his family of seven.  

Cano also moves heavy goods over treacherous 
terrain. This arduous work has taken its toll on his 
body. The poorly fitting chain around his nose has 
begun to rub and caused a painful open wound.  

In this muddy, dirty and hazardous working environment, Cano’s wound was in real danger of 
becoming infected. Without urgent treatment, an infection could spread, causing swelling and 
incredible pain. As he lives so far from a vet, Cano had little hope of receiving the treatment he 
desperately needed. 

Luckily for Cano, SPANA was able to reach him. 
One of our devoted vets, Dr Sulaiman, drove our 
mobile clinic four hours into the mountains to 
reach Cano. He wasted no time in carefully 
cleaning Cano’s wound and treating it with 
antiseptic spray. He also prescribed Cano a 
course of antibiotics to prevent infection and 
painkillers to ease his discomfort. Dr Sulaiman 
showed Marree how to keep the wound clean, 
which was essential to Cano’s recovery. 

Like the working animals they help, our mobile 
clinics travel many miles every year. We can only 
keep them on the road – and reach every working 
animal that needs us – with your support.  

 

We urgently need your help to reach more working animals in remote locations. 
Donating today could help towards a mobile clinic’s fuel and maintenance costs, so we 
can reach more sick and injured working animals. 

Our devoted vet, Dr Sulaiman, carefully 
cleans Cano's painful wound 

‘We could never survive without our donkey. 
Thanks to SPANA for helping to keep him 
healthy.’ Marree, Cano’s owner 
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YOUR IMPACT 

SPANA’s mobile clinics have a direct and life-changing impact on working animals 
around the world thanks to special friends like you. Meet some of the incredible mobile 
clinic vets who deliver lifesaving care and advice every day.  

   

‘After a seven-hour drive, we arrive 
in Lutumba in the far south of 
Zimbabwe. From bad injuries to 
infections, I don’t know what I’ll 
see. But I will treat hundreds of 
donkeys per day.’ 
Dr Erick, mobile clinic vet, 
Zimbabwe 
 

‘Now that we travel with SPANA’s 
mobile clinic, we can give suggestions at 
different camps. We recommend 
whatever training method is most 
humane. I really want to thank SPANA 
for providing the mobile elephant clinic 
project in our country.’ 
Dr Zaw, mobile clinic vet, Myanmar 
 

‘We have to take roads that are very difficult 
to drive. It’s horrible to see wounds that are 
due to bad harnessing. Owners don’t know 
what to do with the wounds so they 
become very infected. We run regular 
welfare training for animal owners to teach 
them proper care of their animals.’ 
Dr Sami, SPANA Country Director, 
Tunisia 
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YOUR IMPACT 

We urgently need your support to provide vital treatment for working animals in remote 
areas. You can help keep our mobile clinics filled with medicines and fuel, and staffed 
by dedicated vets. Without our help, vulnerable working animals will die. 

To treat those suffering from painful wounds 
and conditions, like Florian, essential 
medicine and surgical materials need to be 
continuously replenished.  

It’s crucial that our vet teams address the root 
causes of animal suffering by advising 
owners too. Sharing animal welfare 
knowledge with local people helps create a 
culture of care and compassion for working 
animals, like Ali. 

In order to reach thousands of working animals 
who, like Cano, are in remote communities 
where there are no professional veterinary 
services, our fleet of mobile clinics need to be 
filled with fuel and well maintained. 

Delivery plan and budget 

In the table below, you can see how much it costs to run a SPANA mobile clinic for one year. 

  

 

 

 

 
                           

*The cost of running a mobile clinic varies from country to country. This budget contains average costs, which 
may also fluctuate with changes in exchange rate.  

Annual budget for one mobile clinic Cost in sterling* 
Medicines and surgical materials £22,770 

Staffing – treating animals and advising owners £17,770 

Fuel and vehicle maintenance  £17,900 

Total cost £58,440 

Monthly cost per mobile clinic £4,870 

Without our mobile clinics, sick and injured 
working animals won’t receive urgent veterinary 
care that could save their lives 
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Please help our vets reach more sick and injured working animals in remote areas – 
before it’s too late. 
 

 

 

Thank you 
 


