TETANUS APPEAL

Will you help protect working animals from  the horrors of tetanus?
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Many working animals face the very real threat of tetanus on a daily basis - a
debilitating disease that can cause an agonising death.

Tetanus is a deadly disease caused by a bacterial toxin that can enter the body through the smallest
of wounds. Whilst tetanus is extremely rare in the developed world due to routine vaccination, sadly
it’s still all too common in many of the countries where we work. Dirty environments, like the rubbish
dumps in Mali, are a breeding ground for bacteria and the animals that work there are especially prone
to infection. All day they walk over rubbish, including scrap metal, wood and broken glass — as a
result, many get wounds and cuts on their bodies, limbs and feet. So perhaps it’s no surprise that over
30 per cent of the tetanus cases SPANA treats each year are in Mali.

Salomon’s story

Salomon works long hours with his owner, Karamoko. Together, they
collect rubbish from around Mali’s capital city of Bamako to take to the
local dumps. There are hundreds of donkeys that brave these dirty and
dangerous scrapheaps on a daily basis, helping their owners earn a
meagre living. When Salomon’s legs became stiff and he was having
difficulty walking and eating, Karamoko knew he needed expert help. He
used a friend’s donkey and cart to bring Salomon to the SPANA centre.

When our vets saw Salomon’s stiff gait and constantly erect ears, they
feared Salomon had tetanus. Severe muscle stiffness and contractions
are typical symptoms caused by the tetanus bacteria attacking the
central nervous system. Salomon had no obvious wounds but the
bacteria can enter through even a tiny scratch.

Without treatment, Salomon would develop hypersensitivity to light,
noise and touch. His muscles would become progressively paralysed -
Salomon could have making eating, drinking and eventually even breathing impossible. The
died in agony from chances are Saloman would have faced an agonising death through
tetanus starvation, dehydration or suffocation.

Treatment for tetanus

Thankfully Salomon got the help he desperately needed
in time. Treatment for tetanus includes antibiotics and
an anti-toxin to fight the disease, while painkillers help
relieve the agony of contracting muscles.

Salomon was also kept in a darkened stable with cotton
wool in his ears to dull the sounds of the stable yard. It
was crucial to keep Salomon calm and relaxed while he

recovered as the slightest movement can be extremely ol < - L
painful. In severe cases, a tranquilizer would also be Salomon received expert treatment at
used to sedate the animal. our centre and made a full recovery

Salomon was soon eating again and moving more normally. Sadly, without receiving specialist vet
treatment at an early stage, the mortality rate for animals with tetanus can be up to 80 per cent.

Please make a donation to stop donkeys like Salomon from dying in agony. Your gift
could pay for essential medicines like antibiotics and anti-toxins to help their weary
bodies fight deadly tetanus.



Danger surrounds the developing world’s working animals at every turn. Even a small
scratch can be a death sentence.

Mory’s story

Mory and Ayiba work six days a week carting rubbish to the
Lafiabougou dump in Bamako. It’s backbreaking work made
even more difficult by the scorching heat and hazardous
environment of the rubbish dump.

For Mory, his daily work has become excruciatingly painful.
The heavy cart he pulls keeps bashing into his back every
time he goes downhill.

A terrible wound has opened up that continues to worsen with
each bash of the cart.

Mory’s wound is in serious danger of becoming infected, and
worse; he’s susceptible to catching deadly tetanus.

Lifesaving mobile clinics

A SPANA mobile clinic is often the only hope for
hardworking donkeys like Mory. Our mobile clinics are
well-equipped, modified vans, operated by fully
qualified vets and technicians.

The Bamako mobile clinic makes weekly visits to the
four major waste depots around the city, so thankfully
it’s not long before Ayiba can bring Mory for treatment.

As soon as they saw Mory, SPANA’s expert team
carefully examined, cleaned and dressed his painful
wound. They explained to Ayiba how to make
adjustments to the cart to prevent future injuries.

Mory was then given a lifesaving vaccine to prevent
him from developing deadly tetanus. Mory would need
to return to the mobile clinic for a booster in four to six
weeks, and again in a year’s time.

Boosters are then needed every two years to ensure continued immunity for these vulnerable animals.

The tetanus vaccine is not available in any of the countries where we work, so we must pay extra to
import it. We have vaccinated thousands of working animals over the years, but many more are still at
risk. Only with your help can we keep our clinics stocked with lifesaving tetanus vaccines to save
animals from the agony of this awful disease.

Your support could prevent donkeys like Mory from developing deadly tetanus. Your
kind donation could pay for lifesaving tetanus vaccines to provide protection to working
animals at risk of terrible suffering.



